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Overview

e What is monitoring
e Why monitor?
e The promise

e The dangers
e Traps to avoid

e A vacuum
* Filling that vacuum

e Quality control

20
W Durham

Unimers.it}r



What is monitoring?

Tracking the progress of children’s progress
Cognitive

— Against the curriculum
— General development
Non cognitive

— Relationships

— Attitudes

— Feelings

— Behaviours

— The big five

Physical
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Why monitor?

* To help the child

— One off quick information

 Two examples
— Lack of coordination
— Unusual children

— Tracking over time

 Two examples
— Gifted children falling by the wayside
— Special needs — failure to thrive

* To help the teacher
— Class differences
— Where to pitch things

* To help the school
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A couple of examples

 |dentifying unusual children (from PIPS)

Very fewt Very high

A few
Most children

A few
v« Very few
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Tracking over time (from INCAS)

Age Equivalent Score
oo
X
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The Dangers

Poor data and unintended consequences

Causes

— Reliance on observation & judgement

— Reliance on test scores

— Accountability systems causing corruption of data

— Home grown instruments
 Need careful construction - reliable and valid measures

Poor communication
— To teachers, parents, schools and press
Misinterpretation

— Constructs and items
~ Correlation and cause
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A Vacuum

I., We will have no levels

Oux .
mparative progress data.
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Filling the vacuum properly

* Recognition of
— The need for assessment experts in every school
— The need to measure on single scales

— The need for professional involvement
* Educationalists and psychometricians

— The need for clear communication
* To policy makers, teachers, schools and press

— Need to give Ofsted a solid story
— The need for caution
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Quality Control

 What types of assessment are there?

* How do you know if you have a good
assessment?
— Reliability
— Validity
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Types of assessment

Judgement based <> Objective

Pencil and paper << Computer based

Flat <~ adaptive
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Some examples

AVL

CEM 3=Durh,am

e for Evalu Monitoring University



Reliability

* |f you assess twice

— Two different assessors
— Or
— Two different occasions

* Do you get the same answer?

@ Poor 0.5

Good 1>
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Validity — four questions

On the face of it — does it look right?

Does it assess what you are interested in?

Compared to other assessments — similar?

Does it predict?
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Good luck

and
Thank You
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Examples images
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From BASE
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