
 A STORY OF A STEM JOURNEY 



Bournmoor Primary School 



Primary Science Quality Mark 

Link: www.psqm.org.uk 

What is it? - evaluates, strengthens and celebrates your science provision and therefore 
support the development of STEM opportunities 
 
Why do it? – 
•  it will raise the profile of science in your school. 
•  it will  systematically evaluate and develop all aspects of science teaching and learning 

in your school (including the links between STEM subjects) 
• a year-long CPD programme that will develop leadership skills 
• you will  join a local hub of science subject leaders working for a PSQM award 
• it publicly celebrate your school's commitment to excellent primary science (which 

undoubtedly will link to STEM opportunities!) 
 



The Royal Society Link: www.royalsociety.org 



Primary Science Teaching Trust 

Link: www.pstt.org.uk 

Primary Science Teaching Awards 

Titanic , Science 
Trails resources– 
STEM based 
 

CPD – online and as 
part of their 
conferences. 

Cluster networks 

Advice on how to 
improve science 

College fellows can 
apply for bids to 
fund projects based 
on STEM 



STEM Learning / CPD 

Link: www.stem.org.uk/ 

STEM Club ideas 



ENTHUSE AWARD 

Intensive Award gave 
the school £5,000 to 
spend on science / 
STEM related CPD 
 

Link: www.stem.org.uk/bursaries 



Our revamped woodland area inspired this young man (Y5), who 
made a bird box at home. This impacted on Years 3 and 4 who 
then made bird cakes to encourage the birds to come and nest. We 
took part in the RSPB Big Bird Watch and Year 4 made bird boxes 
as a class. Identification charts have been purchased to help 
identify the birds visiting our area and children can name common 
garden and woodland birds. Boys from Y5 also wanted to create 
‘bug hotels’ using logs they had brought in from home. 

On the way to our new woodland area, a Year 3 
child noticed a ‘trail’ of toadstools in an unusual 
pattern. Impact: children researched the type of 
toadstool it was, why it was in such a pattern and 
they had a variety of ideas why it could have 
grown in that formation.  

I think the science 
in school is more 
indoors but I think 

we should do 
more outdoors. 

(April 2015) 
8 

I think that it is better outside 
because it has loads of 
resources like leaves and it’s 
a better habitat for mini 
beasts. So when we are 
learning about insects for 
example, it’s a good place 
to go. It also helps us with 
lifecycles. 

Y5/6 Y3/6 

Y3/4 

EY 

Y1 

Y3 

GAINING IDEAS FROM ENTHUSE FUNDED CPD TO 
SUPPORT SCIENCE DEVELOPMENT IN MY OWN 
SCHOOL  
In a one to one consultancy session funded by ENTHUSE Intensive, Mrs Feasey 
supported me in the planning and developing of the outdoor areas to use for 
STEM activities. We mapped out the area and mind-mapped how they could be 
used. The impact has been phenomenal. Our woodland area has attracted 
wildlife in many forms,  our garden area is filled with raised beds growing our 
own vegetables and our meadow area provides a safe and excellent resource to 
find out about biology based objectives.  The children love it! 



The Woodland Trust 

Link: www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/get-involved/schools/green-
tree-school-award/ 



Schools Partnership 

Link: www.nationalschoolspartnership.com/home.html 



British Gas – Generation Green 

Link: www.generationgreen.co.uk 



Greenpower Car 

A winning competition entry! 

Link: www. http://www.greenpower.co.uk/racing/goblins/teachers 









Nissan 



Royal Institution Grants 

Link: www.stemdirectories.org.uk/grants 



STEM Ambassadors  

Link: https://db.stemnet.org.uk/ 



Secondary links 



◦ Insert video here 



Monthly STEM assemblies 

Link: http://bit.ly/TSU_TES_Feb17  
Monthly topical updates: 

http://bit.ly/TSU_TES_Feb17


Association for Science 
Education – well worth joining, 
loads on online ideas for STEM 
activities and a chance to 
share them by writing for their 
monthly journal. 

Association Committee for 
Maths Education  research 
reports to support the 
development of maths. 

BBC Campaign for science 
Link: www.bbc.co.uk/terrificscientificn 
– Terrific Scientific 

 

Royal Society of 
Chemistry website 

Brenda Keogh Award – awarded to 2 schools 
with limited funding to help them with science 
provision 
Link: http://www.ase.org.uk/about-
ase/awards/brenda-keogh/ 

Link: www.rsc.org/learn-
chemistry/resource/listing?search
text=&filter=all&fLevel=LEV000000
01&eMediaType=MED00000009&r
eference=primaryresource 

North Tyneside Learning Trust 
provide reasonably priced CPD 
for STEM subjects 



Future plans…. 
Need to link plans to tighten STEM opportunities 
especially the engineering side of things. 

 
 
 



Bring it on! 

Link: http://www.bringitonne.co.uk/ 



Primary Engineers Leaders Award 

Link: https://universeofengineering.com/primary-engineer-leaders-award/ 

https://mail.durhamschools.org.uk/owa/l.parks100@durhamlearning.net/redir.aspx?C=7CqxYj2WwkmnS0UNhU7IK9S_DOEjVdQIQVzfTMmDzuj8ShFKf7CsVzncmoX0BItoenSEEczkBSM.&URL=https://universeofengineering.com/primary-engineer-leaders-award/


Link with businesses to support the 
engineering elements of STEM 
◦ Tap into expertise 
◦ Engage with STEM Ambassadors linked to science topics and 

STEM projects. 



STEM LOGO 
COMPETITION 
– raise the 
profile of 
STEM as a 
whole. 



Impact on the children… 
◦ The children have grown to love science as it is such high profile within school. 
◦ Monthly STEM assemblies that update children on current thinking in STEM subjects and research. 
◦ The children plan and deliver their own assembly’s relating to mini STEM projects they have done at home. 
◦ Governors have become highly engaged with STEM subjects. 
◦ It has opened so many doors, links and partnerships with us as school. 
◦ Our science maths and technology curriculum is tightly linked and children see a real purpose in subject content and how 

they are connected.  
◦ Created links that have provided opportunities for the children such as working with STEM Ambassadors.  
◦ Wining the book prize video motivated the children even more and they became more interested in reading non fiction 

books based on STEM subjects event will raise the profile of our school and the STEM work we have been doing as well as 
the achievements we have made. 

◦ Children are aware of how pursuing a career in STEM links to all sorts of opportunities and real life applications. 
◦ Girls have become engaged, more engaged with STEM activities than boys have! 
◦ Children see real life links to science, technology and maths activities. 
To be honest….. The list is endless! 

 



l.parks100@durhamlearning.net 
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