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Literacy vignette
How effective is our existing literacy practice? 

8.40 – 9.00: Form time ‘Silent Reading’ 
Students begin form time by taking their reading 
books from their bags. Most students read teen 
fiction, though some borrow a non-fiction book from 
their form’s book box. For fifteen minutes, students 
read in silence. When the bell rings, books are stowed 
into bags and they head off to their lessons. 



Literacy vignette
Whilst raising the profile of reading is no doubt a 
good thing, we should ask: 

 Does silent reading change students’ attitudes 
to literacy or improve their outcomes? 
How transferable are reading skills? For 

example, is reading fiction likely to help 
students understand texts in science? 
What contribution can non-English teachers 

make to students’ literacy? 







Disciplinary Literacy

What is unique about your subject discipline in terms 
of reading, writing, speaking and listening? What is 
common with other subject disciplines? 
 How do members of this subject discipline use 

language on a daily basis? 
 Are there any typical literacy misconceptions held by 

students, for example, how to write an effective science 
report? 
 Are there words and phrases used typically, or 

uniquely, in the subject discipline? 





In order to freeze, most liquids require impurities or the 
addition of a single crystal for the molecules which make 
up the liquid to start to form a solid around. These are 
known as condensation nuclei, and if they are missing (the 
liquid is really pure) then the liquid will not freeze. In 
theory, ultra-pure water can be cooled to -48 °C before it 
will spontaneously turn into a solid; however this is very 
difficult to achieve.

New syllabus resource for OCR Chemistry

Chemical change: 
Supercooled water



From Oxford AQA Physical 
Education Textbook
Joint actions and movements

Different joints allow different types of movement, for example:
 The hinge joints at the knee and elbow can only move in one 

direction, enabling flexion and extension.
 The hinge point at the ankle enables plantar flexion and 

dorsiflexion.
 The ball and socket points at the hip and shoulder enable 

rotation, adduction, abduction, as well as flexion and 
extension.



 Exploring common word roots
 Undertaking ‘word building’ activities
 Encouraging independent word-learning strategies
 Using graphic organisers
 Undertaking regular low-stakes assessment
 Consistently signposting synonyms
 Combining vocabulary development with spelling 

instruction

Some solutions for challenging 
academic reading:



Some solutions: 
Etymology and morphology



Some solutions: 
Awareness of tiers of vocabulary



Some solutions: 
‘Reciprocal reading’





History GCSE



Writing is Hard!
Spelling Grammar

Planning

Accuracy

Audience

Genre

Punctuation

Handwriting

Word 
inferences

Word choices

Purpose

Imagery

Paragraphing



Some Solutions:



Some Solutions:



Some Solutions:

ABCQ



‘Accountable Talk’



What does a sequenced 
literacy curriculum look like?



A sequenced literacy curriculum 
mediates academic challenge



And now the difficult bit…

“Change in education is easy to propose, hard 
to implement, and extraordinarily difficult to 
sustain.”

Hargreaves and Fink (2006) ‘Sustainable 
Leadership’







Contact

@EducEndowFoundn

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk

info@eefoundation.org.uk

mailto:info@eefoundation.org.uk
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